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Trinity Episcopal Church, St. Charles, Missouri 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

In-Person and Live-Streaming from the Nave 
January 29, 2023 

AGENDA 
 

9:15 a.m.   
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Order  
 Prayer for the Parish Family (BCP 817)  
  Appointment of Secretary: Karen Graham, Vestry Clerk 
 Introduction of Confirmands for 2023 
 
9:20 a.m.   The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
10:30 a.m. Recess for Food & Fellowship in the Parish Hall 
11:15 a.m. Reconvene with Prayer for A Church Meeting (BCP 818) 
 

05 m Highlights of the Year: Gary McKiddy 
 

The Rector’s Address 
 
05 m Minutes from the January 30, 2022 Annual Meeting 
 
15 m Vestry Report: Gary McKiddy 
 Introduction of Nominees:  
      Vestry: John Barnard, Lucinda Dennis-Itoka, David Westfall; TEA/ACE Funds: Judy Hodge; Convention Delegate: Liz Meyer 

 Further Nominations for Positions Listed Below: 
            Vestry—-One 3 yr term; Program Endowment: One 3-yr term; Nominating Committee: One 3-yr term; one 2-yr. term 

Distribution of Ballots for In-Person Attendees; Explanation of Voting Process on Zoom  
Voting  

 

05  m Committee Reports, by Title: Karen Graham  
05 m  A Minute for Music: John Hawn 
 
05 m Stewardship Report: Gary McKiddy  
10 m 2022 Acting Treasurer’s Report: Ralph Bruns  
10 m 2023 Parish Budget (Presentation & Discussion): Ralph Bruns and Finance Committee 
05 m Introduction of Jacob Taylor, New Treasurer 
 
05 m Senior Warden’s Remarks: Outreach and Fellowship Highlights  
05 m  Junior Warden’s Remarks: Phil Jeffery 
05 m Assisting Priest’s Remarks: Michael Nchimbi 
 
05 m  Recognition of Vestry and Staff 
    
01 m Results of Parish Elections 
 
Closing Prayer, Doxology, and Adjournment 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

How do you do? 
Meet the Trinity Parish Staff   

 

That was then . . . 
Rector’s Report to Jan 24, 2022 Annual Meeting 

Minutes to the Jan 24, 2022 Annual Meeting 
2022 Parish Statistics 

 

This is now . . . 
Wardens’ Reports to Jan 29, 2023 Annual Meeting  

2023 Nominees for Parish Leaders 

 
Trinity Episcopal Church 

St. Charles, Missouri 

Welcome to the 2021 Annual Report  



Ashley Bunton is our babysitter. When the Nursery is open—which it has  for most of 2022, Ashley staffs the 

Parish Nursery each Sunday from 7:45 AM until after the second service. She provides a safe, warm environment 
for our children, ages 0 – four (and older). In 2020, Ashely began her regular duties with enthusiasm and love. 
Then the church building closed—and, as we well know, did not reopen in 2020. In June 2021, Ashley, Tara Leitch, 
Erin Shetler, and Amy Shetler gave the Nursery a thorough cleaning, disinfecting, rearrangement, and evaluation 
(purging) of toys. That massive effort was in expectation of reopening in the summer with the ability to use the 
Nursery space for childcare. As we know, thanks to COVID-19 variant (Delta) that did not happen either! Things 
looked good for an Advent re-gathering, if not in the Nursery itself, in a larger space where the children could 
spread out safely. Before we could reopen-again, in 2022, we had to move all the stored furniture and other 
“stuff” that was moved in there when we began the renovation in the church. Then Ashley had to do another 
maor cleaning! The Nursery was open from July through December. Welcome back to Ashley! 

Michelle Heitman: Greetings, Trinity!  The crucial factor of 2022 was not much different 

from the crucial factor of 2023—keep people connected and informed.  Our parish e-mail list 
currently has subscribers, with between 60—70% “open rate” (that is VERY high for a group 
list!).   
 

I intend to keep that list active and engaging, and to further improve our communication in the 
future. My husband, John, and I have been married for 35 years.  John and I are the parents of 
twin sons, age 32, James and Alex, and a 28-year-old daughter, Katie. James, who is an assistant 
District Attorney in the City of St. Louis, got married last April.  Alex is working toward final cer-
tification as a broker at Ameritrade, and Katie is the office manager at Schaeffer in St. Peters.  I 
have two dogs, two cats, love needlework, and (by the time you read this) will be on my vaca-
tion at DISNEYLAND! 

2023 Parish Staff 

John Hawn: In February of 2022, I returned to Trinity after completing a five-year Music Ministry at St. 

John UCC in Collinsville, IL. While there I administered a diverse music program consisting of Adult Choir, Chil-
dren’s Choir, Bell Choir, produced Children’s programs, Christmas Choral programs and a large organ rebuild 
project by the Wicks Organ Company, which was completed during the Pandemic.  Also, during this time my 
“day job” was in the O’Fallon, IL school district as an aide in the pre-school program. 
 

Returning to Trinity feels right and good I missed you all a lot during my exile to the East.  The choir has been 
busy singing anthems and cantatas and such on a regular basis.  Before my official return I was here helping 
for some final choir area and organ planning preparing the organ to be out of service while the Sanctuary was 
under reconstruction. We will continue to rebuild our program post pandemic together.   I also continue to 
work in public education but now in the St. Louis Public Schools at Oak Hill Elementary as an aide in a cross 
category Special Education Room. Again, it is a joy for me to be back here in this very special place.  

The Rev. Dr. Richard Beresford Tudor: Aug 29, 1942—Jan 20, 2023 
From his Bio in 2022, with an update at the end 

Richard Tudor (Rich) is our is our Associate Priest. He is the retired Rector of St. 

Barnabas’ Church in Florissant, where he served for twenty years. He is also a retired 
Army Chaplain. He and his wife Liz are now member of the Trinity congregation. After 
living nearly 30 years in Florissant, Rich and Liz now live in Wentzville. Rich assists 
with Sunday worship at or for Trinity, celebrating regularly. In addition, he assists at 
most special services, both online and in person. He offers a weekly reflection at our 
(virtual) staff meetings, now shared regularly with the parish via Chimp Mail. On first 
Sundays each month, Rich supplies at St. Vincent’s-in-the-Vineyard, near Ste. Gene-
vieve. As a retired Army chaplain, he occasionally is called upon to officiate at com-
mittal services for veterans at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery. On May 3, 2022, 
Rich will celebrate his 50th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood. Update:  In early 2022, Rich began slowing 
down a bit. He stopped holding services at St. Vincent’s in the spring. He continued to preach and celebrate at Trinity Church 
though August and continued attending staff meetings online through December. We already miss him very much!  



Michael H. Nchimbi: On Sept. 1, 2022, I joined Trinity Church, St. Charles.  
 

Time flies fast. I have been here for a quarter of a year already. I joined this parish after one year 
working as parish Priest in Calvary/Louisiana, Missouri and St. John’s Church in Eolia.  
 

I was born and raised in Tanzania. After high school I studied Biblical studies for two years 
(Msalato Theological College), Higher certificate in Biblical and cross-Cultural Studies (All Nation 
Christian College in United Kingdom), Bachelor degree in Mass Communication (St. Paul Univer-
sity in Kenya), Masters in Community Development (Dodoma University in Tanzania), Masters in 
Theological Studies (Eden Theological Seminary (Webster Groves, MO). Currently I am enrolled 
in Doctor of Ministry program at the School of Theology, University of the South, Sewanee, TN.  
 

I was ordained in 2010, I have worked as parish priest, a chaplain at Dodoma University in Tanzania, a book publisher for the 
Anglican Church of Tanzania, National Coordinator for Integrity of Creation in Tanzania for the Christian Council of Tanzania, 
and I with my wife, Jemima, we run a small Vocational Training Center in Dodoma,Tanzania.  God has blessed my wife and me 
with four kids, Chiha, Liyeko, Witumbilo and Motesswa, three of them are grown up and the last born Motesswa is still in high 
school—she is still with us as our baby. 
 

I enjoy reading books, walking, seeing nature, fishing, and enjoying talk to different people and exchanging ideas and I love 
history of the world and the Church.  I am happy to be part of Trinity and all they ministries we have embarked on. 

Elizabeth (Betty) Bowen is our “officially retired Deacon” (March 9, 2014), but then, who retires 

from living out the Gospel!   Betty continues to help where needed in our Worship Services and continues 
to preach on Maundy Thursday and whenever the need arises.   Betty is committed to her ‘Servant Minis-
try’ because that is the ministry of a Deacon; she continues to help with the Share A Meal Program and 
with the Community Garden and encourages others to look outside the church to offer Love, Hope and 
Hospitality to those in the St Charles Community, such as to the international students at Lindenwood 
University.      
 

With the help of four Facilitators, Betty saw the need for people to get together to share stories about 
their faith and so became the birth of a Small Group Ministry which has had a successful beginning.   Re-
cently she has served as Deacon to the Bishop on his visitation to Churches without a Deacon.   Betty is 

also serving on two Committees in the Diocese – The Church Architecture & Allied Arts, and the newly formed Gathering Space 
Feasibility Taskforce.    One of the highlights of Betty’s Ministry as a Deacon was accepting at the November Diocese Conven-
tion the Bishop’s Medal for Service in Recognition of Outstanding Service and Exemplary Ministry in the Episcopal Diocese of 
Missouri.   As she tries to slow down and after 15 years as Deacon, Betty finally received her Deacon Letter of Assignment to 
Trinity Church, St Charles, from Bishop Deon!   Betty has stated that while there is breath in her body, she will continue to 
serve God where needed. 

2022 Parish Staff, continued 
Meg (Margaret) B. Goldstein served Trinity Church as a Transitional Deacon August 2021 

through July 2022 While on the staff of Trinity Church, she worked closely with Deacon Elizabeth 
Bowen and then Vocational-Deacon-in-Training, Angela Ferree. Meg helped organize a food drives; 
preached regularly and for special services, including Good Friday 2022. She helped prepare read-
ers and monitor Sunday worship on GoToMeeting when we returned to online worship-only in the 
January 2022; assisted in all kinds of ways with service-planning and pivoting among construction 
of the church, the furniture all over the building, the shift from indoors to outdoors in rain and 
snow. Flexibility. She sang the Exsultet at the Great Vigil outside on Easter Eve. She learned a great 
deal about the work of a deacon, quite a bit about the work of a priest—both what to do and what 
not to do, or what to do better!   She participated  the rededication of Consecrated Space on June 

12, and was the star of the show at her Ordination to the Priesthood here at Trinity Church on June 26. While the Rector was 
gone to General Convention and vacation in the month of July, Meg preached and presided at Sunday worship and led a Noon 
Eucharist on Wednesdays, followed by a book study. She also presided at the funeral for Jacqueline (Jill) Knickmeyer, while 
Betty Bowen preached and planned the funeral. She and her husband Brian, and their children Felix and Linda Rose, joined us 
when they could. On Sept 1, 2022, Meg became the Curate at Transfiguration-Lake St. Louis.  We still get to see her!  



And she’s still here! Tamsen Whistler (‘tis I) began officially serving as 

your Rector on May 1, 1995. In the intro to the 2020 Report to the 2021  
Annual Parish Meeting, I described 2020 as “a roller coaster year,” which 
description I had assumed would be unique to 2020. False assumption!  
The year 2021 was another roller coaster! And, in some ways, so was 2022! 
 
It remains the case that highs and lows, related euphoria and frustration, 
we experience as a congregation, my family and I also experience . In 
March, my dear friend and seminary roommate, whom Bob and I have both 
known since 1981, died in March, my third dear friend, all younger than I, to 
die in a year. I was able to visit her in February and was in my office, praying 
over the phone with her sisters in her room, when she died. In early April, Bob and I drove to Peoria, where I 
preached her funeral, and  I returned to Peoria in September to do the Committal of her ashes with her family. In 
July, I travelled to Baltimore as  a Deputy from Missouri for the General Convention of the Episcopal Church, post-
poned from 2021 because of COVID-19. It was scheduled to last ten days, and our own parishioner, Benisha Brudy, 
was to be part of the Official Youth Presence (OYP)—one of only 17 young people from the entire Episcopal Church! 
I love attending the GC, but I was especially looking forward to being a “Senior Deputy,” one who has been elected 
to serve at least seven times. Before July came, GC was shortened to four days, starting and ending between its 
original dates. The OYO was told to stay home, along with thousands of other people who normally would have 
been there. The change in dates affected the vacation Bob and I and my sister had planned with Will and Chelsea. 
We had made the adjustments the new schedule required, but I tested positive for Covid on the second morning of 
Convention—infecting the lay deputy leader and our Bishop—and delaying Bob’s arrival in Baltimore for the start of 
our vacation. As I was recovering and Bob was arriving, our future-daughter-in-law, Chelsea, tested positive for 
Covid in Richmond—not my fault—and then, as my sister was en route from San Francisco, Will too, succumbed. 
We ended up in quarantine at Will and Chelsea’s house in Richmond, eliminating our time on the Virginia coast and 
in Washington, D.C.  Masked and sanitized, however, we played some great board games, read, slept, and enjoyed 
each other, anyway. Helena and Bob and I did salvage the last part of our trip, a portion of the Civil Rights Trail, with 
stops in Raleigh, N.C., Atlanta, Birmingham, Montgomery, and Selma, ending with a visit to Bob’s cousins in West 
Tennessee. (Bob and Helena never got sick.) Then, the week after Thanksgiving our Covid-cancelled May 2020 trip 
to Hawaii finally happened! Bob and I spent a week on Oahu, seeing everything we could and eating everything we 
could. We loved it!  And then, at Christmas, Will and Chelsea spent two weeks with us. 
 
From January through May, Bob continued his variety of jobs, substitute-teaching in the St. Charles and Orchard 
Farm public schools, and in Catholic schools north of I-70; being an engineer on the Zooline Railroad, and working in 
the greenhouses at Parkview Gardens, with one or two times working at the First State Capitol Historic Site. Then, in 
the middle of June, everything changed for the fall. He accepted a full-time position at St. Cletus School here in St. 
Charles. He’s officially the fifth-Grade teacher and has his 5th graders for science, reading, and English; but he also 
teaches 7th and 8th Grade social studies, 6th Grade math, and 4th Grade vocabulary. He’s enjoying himself, and 
spends a great deal of time in planning all those different classes. At the same time, he’s missing the flexibility that 
his many jobs provided. He’s especially looking forward to being back at the Zoo in the summer. He continues as 
board member of the St. Charles County Historical Society and editor of their quarterly journal; singing in our choir, 
chairing the Green Thumb Squad, meeting with ROMEO, reading, writing, working on his N-Gauge model railroad in 
the basement, playing with our cats, and as ever, watching trains. 
 
Our son, Will, is living, working, and studying in Richmond, VA. He is a full-time student at Virginia Commonwealth 
University, majoring in Financial Engineering and Cultural Anthropology. His partner, Chelsea, continues to use her 
systems engineering degree from Washington University in her work at Capital One. They don’t use the word 
“engaged,” but we are now allowed to introduce Chlsea as our future daughter-in-law and are delighted to do so! I 
am grateful to have shared a thirdroller-coaster Covid-19 year with the people of Trinity Church. We will wee what 
God has in store for us in 2023! (Please, not another roller coaster!) —TEW 



Rector’s Address to the 2022 Annual Parish Meeting  
(Sermon and Report on the Year 2021) 

January 30, 2022 
 
 

2022 Annual Parish Meeting 
Trinity Episcopal Church in St. Charles, Missouri 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany, RCL One, Year C 
 

In my address last year, I described 2020 as a roller coaster. For 2021, I can only say the same! From January to mid-
March 2021, we were online on Sunday mornings, one service at 9:15. We used the Agape Liturgy for last year’s An-
nual Meeting. As often as possible, I led the service from the church—the Reception Area or the Nave—the main 
space inside the church itself. We shifted from Morning Prayer to an Agape Liturgy our Bishop provided in Advent 
2020, with adaptations for Epiphany. I used the Altar Guild’s ironing board as a table, draping it in liturgical colors 
with vestments from the sacristy, and attempting to disguise it on camera.  
 
Just after midnight on Ash Wednesday, our alarm company called me to say that the fire department was in the 
building. We had a flood! We had scheduled drive up imposition of ashes at 6 am and at Noon; if the fire alarm in the 
elevator shaft had not been tripped by water pouring from a burst pipe in the bathroom across the hall,  bringing the 
Fire Department, what was an expensive, significant problem would have been a catastrophe. Jane Culligan had only 
been elected Junior warden two weeks earlier. Welcome to building issues on a grand scale! Our senior warden, 
Gary McKiddy, also had the opportunity to start his tenure with a bang—we had an itinerant unhoused neighbor, 
Lynn Fast, known to clergy at Trinity Church since the time of George Quarterman, was camping in the back yard. 
The police showed up in response to a complaint when Gary and I were meeting for the first time as Rector and War-
den. We—mostly Gary—had the privilege of taking down that campsite in the cold, with snow and some ice on the 
ground. Gary and Jane and others dealt with Lynn Fast again in the Memorial Garden in August.   
 
As we moved through Lent toward Easter, we prepared to return to in-person worship, IN THE CHURCH! The new 
pew-chairs had arrived; we could hardly wait to use them. Trinity’s Pandemic Task Force--the Regathering Team—
expanded their expertise from outdoor to indoor worship. Led by Jeff Leitch, they came up with plans for seating, 
arrival, departure, contact tracing, hand-sanitizing, temperature taking, signs, and simple directions. We planned one 
outdoor service on Palm Sunday and a return to indoor worship Easter Day. In fact, it was so cold on Palm Sunday, 
that after processing down the parking lot and back, everyone just moved into the church. We had all the plans 
ready, masks, gloves, and what we needed. It was far too chilly to do anything else.  
 
If we have learned nothing else in the past two years, we know how to pivot. We know how to move in and out, up-
stairs and downstairs, into the parking lot, onto the lawn, into the Memorial Garden, online only, hybrid, with a hun-
dred feet of ethernet cable running along the aisles and up into the balcony, extension cords snaking out windows—
and that’s just worship! Groups who use our building were and are in and out as well, with written protocols on file 
in our office. They sanitize the space as they move to and from meeting rooms, including the stairwells and doors. An 
unintended consequence of the care we have required them to take is disappearing finish on the bannisters in the 
central staircase.  
 
And, of course, there’s the elephant in the room—or maybe the elephant OF a room—our church renovation pro-
ject, another exercise in planning and pivoting, starting, and stopping, and adjusting to new information and broader 
understanding of what we need to be a church for the 21st Century and how we can cooperate to create the best 
outcome. At the 2019 Annual Parish Meeting, we heard proposals for hardwired internet, improved sound system, a 
possible future street-level parish hall, AND a major renovation and refurbishment in the church, in our worship 
space.  



Rector’s Address in 2022, continued 

 
At last year’s annual meeting—first ever online-only Annual Meeting Trinity had ever had—today is our second ever—we 
celebrated the installation of the hardwired internet and viewed, via shared screen, more concrete plans Peter Fairchild 
had worked up for the church, and we gathered in small groups on Zoom to discuss those plans. Jane Culligan headed our 
building committee at the same time that she and Gary McKiddy, Ralph Bruns, and I were working with contractors and 
our insurance company to address the many issues and repairs, due to the Ash Wednesday flood months before. The con-
struction saga continues; and work finally began the week of Jan 2, 2022. You will hear more later in the meeting from 
Rich Cooper, building committee chair since December.   
 
As you will note all through the 2021 Annual Report, COVID-19 restrictions and construction or the lack thereof, affected 
everything we did as a Christian community in 2021. The altar moved up and down the chancel steps and in and out of 
the church. We used a table; we raised the table; we used a bigger table. We gave a party for Rich Tudor that we had for 
outside; we had to move it in and test out the flexibility our pew chairs gave us to move them, bring in folding chairs, and 
set up tables in the church. We used what we had learned for a funeral later in the summer. The brainchild of Susan God-
dard, we did drive-up, drop off food drives. People stood apart on the parking lot, or at a distance from each other’s’ car 
windows, just to talk. FISH, St. Louis Diaper Bank, and the people of Haiti all benefitted from that creative effort. Our Dea-
con, Deacon-to-Be, and Transitional Deacon were all involved in those efforts, as well as our Junior Warden and other pa-
rishioners, some of whom had not been to church at all, but were able to bring supplies and food to drop off from their 
cars. The Community Garden flourished with an expanded group of gardeners, including six people from the United 
Methodist Church of the Shepherd.  
 
When we began to put the Annual Report together, we thought that many ministries would be described as “inactive, 
due to COVID-19.” The report would be very thin. And many were inactive; and some have simply died. But even those 
things that we couldn’t do in the same way we did them before, or even in 2020, them, got done. Jim Hood led forums in 
church history and people of the Bible; in Lent, we did a Creation Care Study published in Canada and free to download. 
Forum leaders in addition to Jim included Betty Bowen, Angela Ferree, Christy Henke Ratliff, Gary McKiddy, and I. We 
paused Forum for July and August but returned to it in September. In October, we switched to two services, so we moved 
Forum back to its long-time schedule, 9 -10. The leader almost every week in the Fall was Jim Hood. We had a Confirma-
tion Class and three Confirmations. We fed people all over St. Charles County. The Bishop made a visitation a year ago 
tomorrow, and he’s coming again to us on Feb 27. We’ve nearly recovered from the flood. The building construction is 
under way. We’re still here! 
 
The biggest hole in our ongoing work this past year is probably in the connections we have been unable to foster and 
deepen with those who have been ill or homebound, and with Christian formation opportunities for our children and 
youth. The leaders in these areas have simply been stretched too thin; not everyone could be vaccinated; we could not 
figure out how safely to manage to gather in our building. The Sunday School picnic in September was a great event. We 
were finally going to be able to get together again. But the Delta variant continued, and Omicron showed up. The people 
who had begun to venture from their safe home spaces went back in again. It was very hard and is very hard not to be 
discouraged and not to feel isolated, lost, and lonely.  But we persevere. That’s our job. 
 
What do our readings from Holy Scripture say about all this today?  
 
Today is the operative word. The time is always now. 
 
Jesus in Luke’s Gospel—disciples, rejection, spirit, reversal, message to all of us right from the beginning 
 
Jeremiah in his call—I’m too young; I don’t know enough; go where I send you; say what I tell you to say; I will be with 
you 
 
Corinthians 13:1-13—argumentative bunch; Paul speaking about spiritual gifts in Chapters 12 and 14; focus on the power 
of love and the responsibility of the community to act in love 



Rector’s Address to the 2022 Annual Meeting, continued 

 
We must live in the now. We must live in TODAY 
 
What is God calling us to, today? We acknowledge the past; we take with us what we can; but what we are called to do is 
to live now, to do the best we can wit the gifts we have, to recognize that in Christ, aslawys, we are new creations. Jesus 
calls us to do the hard things God called Jeremiah to do in the time of the exile, knowing that our exiles may not be physi-
cal, but our losses, our griefs, our fears, are real. Jesus calls us to get up and go. The Holy Spirit gives us the gifts we 
need—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.  
 
I close with this poem by Laurie Kelly Fanucci. It seems perfect for today. 
 
 
 

      When This is Over 
 

      When this is over, 
      may we never again 
      take for granted 
      A handshake with a stranger 
      Full shelves at the store 
      Conversations with neighbors 
      A crowded theater 
      Friday night out 
      The taste of communion 
      A routine checkup 
      The school rush each morning 
      Coffee with a friend 
      The stadium roaring 
      Each deep breath 
      A boring Tuesday 
      Life itself. 
 
      When this ends, 
      may we find 
      that we have become 
 
      more like the people 
      we wanted to be 
      we were called to be 
      we hoped to be 
      and may we stay 
      that way — better 
      for each other 
      because of the worst. 
        Laura Kelly Fanucci 



2022 PARISH STATISTICS 
 
Total Sunday Holy Eucharists: 60 
Total Sunday Daily Offices:  15 + 13 Ante-Communion + 2 Agape Liturgies 
Weekday Holy Eucharists: 11 
Total Weekday Daily Offices:  25 
Total Private Holy Communion: 47 
Total Special Services (Agape Liturgy, Ante-Communion, Healing, Private HC, Vigils, etc.): 76 
Total Number of Worship Services:  TBD 
 
   

Membership Information Recorded in 2022 
 

New Members by Letter of Transfer (LOT) or Record of Baptism – 1 
Christine Ogawa  From St. Stephen’s Cathedral, Lubbock, TX     pending 

 
Documents for Transfers Out – 0 
   

Baptisms – 1 
Grayson Frederick Waaso, son of Cindy (Lackey) Waaso & Brodie Waaso  Day of Pentecost, June 5, 2022 
 
Confirmations – 0   
   

Blessings of Marriage — 2 
Apr 23    Blessing of Rings and Marriage      Adam & Julia (Vogel) Hansen         St. Louis MO 
Dec 29    Renewal of Vows: 50th Anniversary     Barry & Cindy Dougherty         Pere Marquette Lodge, Grafton IL  
  
 

2021 Burials & Memorial Services Recorded in Trinity Church Parish Record Book - 5 
Services held at Trinity Church, and with the Rector presiding, unless otherwise noted 

 

July 5  Mary Susan (Talley) Hunt *TEW/EAB                          Nov xx, 19xx -—April 2, 2022  
July 26  Jacqueline Demay (Joyce) Knickmeyer *MBG/EAB                 xx, xx, 1938—July 11, 2022  
Sep 27  Margaret Rose (Fulmer) Heim *TEW/EAB                               xx, xx—Sep 19, 2022 
Nov 11  Robert Louis Sundermeyer *TEW/EAB                               Oct 18, 1931—Oct 28, 2022  
 
Committal Service  (Funeral April 2, 2022; Committal Sept 23 2022) 
Mary Francis/Violet Marie Haberkorn  *TEW (St Joseph Cemetery, Peoria, IL)                       Sep 23, 1954—Mar 22, 2022 
 
*TEW = The Rev. Tamsen E. Whistler, Rector 
*EAB = The Rev. Elizabeth A. Bowen , Deacon 
*RBT = The Rev. Dr. Richard B. Tudor, Associate Priest  
*MBG = The Rev. Margaret B. Goldstein, Priest Assistant 



WARDENS’ REPORTS 
Trinity Episcopal Church - St. Charles 

 

Senior Warden (Rector’s Warden) Report to the 2023 Annual Meeting for the Year 2022 
 

2022 was a chaotic, yet productive year as we started with a worship space under renovation while following pandemic guidelines and slow-
ly transitioned to our pre-pandemic practices.  During the pandemic, we managed to hold regular services online, outside or in the recep-
tion area and held several activities for the congregation and Lindenwood international students outdoors. 
 

Summary of 2022 Activities  
John Hawn returned as Minister of Music and continued to oversee the renovation of the organ 
During the early months, John Barnard regularly fogged the building so we were in compliance with Diocesan (and Trinity’s) Covid protocols 
Angela Ferree completed her internship at Trinity and was ordained a Deacon at Christ Church Cathedral in December. 
Meg Goldstein completed her internship as a Transitional Deacon and was ordained a priest at Trinity Church June 26.  She was the priest at 
Trinity Church in July while Tamsen was at General Convention and on vacation. She then became Curate at Church of the Transfiguration in 
Lake St. Louis.  At the joint Thanksgiving service this year held at Trinity, Meg preached.  In 2021 she preached at Transfiguration repre-
senting Trinity. 
 

We had four visits from Bishop Deon Johnson: he made his Annual Visitation in February; met with the Vestry in May; returned June 12 for 
the rededication and blessing of consecrated space—our renovated sanctuary; and finally, June 26,  returned to ordain Meg,  
 

In September, Father Michael Nchimbi joined our clergy as Assisting Priest.  One of his projects was to open a Campus ministry in co-
operation with Lindenwood University. We held a reception for Father Tudor in honor of his serving 50 years in the priesthood.  

 
Christy Henke Ratliff, Angela Ferree, Deacon Elizabeth Bowen, and Avril Arthurton-Brudy provided Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and 
Compline online. 
 

A multitude of outside groups utilized our building 
Ralph Bruns retired as Church Treasurer.  He stayed on temporarily to assist in the transition to a new treasurer. 
Until the sanctuary renovaton ws complete—Mark Vogel, Avril Arthurton-Brudy, Benisha Brudy, Tamsen Whistler, Harlan Meyer, and Meg 
Goldstein, managed online worship for Sunday and special church services. from a laptop with a camera on a tripod and camera and various 
configurations of microphones. With our new equipment almost all in place, we have group of volunteers assigned to particular Sundays 
and special services. Media Volunteers Harlan Meyer, Rich Cooper, Avril Arthurton-Brudy, Benisha Brudy, Ben McCune, David Westfall, and 
Lucinda Dennis-Itoka) provided remote access via internet for the 10:15 service. We no longer stream the 8 AM service. 
Church Secretary Michelle Heitman sent members of the congregation weekly notices and a twice-monthly newsletter (Mini-Tidings). 
Renovation of the Sanctuary was completed by late Fall. Rich Cooper chaired to Building Committee to oversee the work done.  Our chairs 
were retrieved from storage before the rededication on June 12, and services returned to the renovated space. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Gary McKiddy, Senior Warden 
 

 

Junior Warden (People’s Warden) Report to the 2023 Annual Parish Meeting for the Year 2022 
  

I would like the start by thanking God for the many Blessings we have received this past year! For our Clergy, Tamsen our Rector, Betty our 
Deacon, Rich our Associate, Meg our Transitional Deacon and Michael our Assisting Priest, for the Care, Support, Love and Spiritual Guid-
ance they tirelessly give to the Vestry, Staff and most importantly the members of Trinity Episcopal Church, our family. 
 

2022 was the year of completion for our church building.  We are able to enjoy our beautifully completed sanctuary, enabling us worship 
together in person and together online. We are able to enjoy this beautiful space for worship and other events that bring us closer to our 
Lord. We are thankful for the ability to record and broadcast our Church Services and other events to all who cannot physically attend.  
  

In addition to the completion of the Sanctuary we were also able to have our parking area and driveway resealed and restriped. It looks as 
good as new! We were also able to have all of the ductwork both Return and Supply, the Air Handling Unit and all filters professionally 
cleaned once the remodeling was completed.  
 

We still have a few ongoing projects in the works, Lighting both inside the building and in the parking lot. The concrete leading into the 
building needs to be power washed and sealed. We are working to replace the existing shed which was damaged in a storm when a tree fell 
onto it.  
 

I would like to thank Gary McKiddy who in my absence was always available to ensure that the Building Projects were properly completed. 
Gary was the Senior Warden and Junior Warden for much of the year. Thank you to all those who tirelessly have dedicated themselves to 
Trinity St. Charles, we can do nothing without you! 
 

God’s Peace to you all! Phil Jeffery, Junior Warden 



NOMINEES FOR PARISH LEADERS 
 

Nominating Committee Report – 2022-2023 
 

Chair: Gary McKiddy 
Members: Jacob Taylor, Harlan Meyer 
 

Official members of the nominating committee include all outgoing mem-
bers of the vestry and three at-large members elected by annual 
meeting.  This year, the work was primarily done by unofficial members. 
The nominating committee gratefully acknowledges the cooperation and 

willingness of the following people to help support the mission of Trinity Episcopal Church by agreeing to be nomi-
nated for the following positions: 
 

NOMINATIONS FOR VESTRY; CONVENTION DELEGATES & ALTERNATES; AT-LARGE MEMBERS FOR  
PROGRAM ENDOWMENT, TEA AND ACE FUNDS, MAY BE FOUND BELOW AND IN PAGES FOLLOWING.  

VESTRY  Three people for three-year terms, ending with Annual Meeting 2026 
 

Nominees for Three-Year Term:  John Barnard, Lucinda Dennis-Itoka, David Westfall 
One Person to be nominated from the floor from the Floor.  
 

 

Building Committee: Church Renovation Update 

Chairpersons: Jane Culligan, through Nov 2021; Rich Cooper, as of Dec 2021 
Members in 2021: John Barnard, Peter Fairchild, Gary McKiddy, Harlan Meyer; David Westfall, Deanna Miller, Phil 
Jeffery, Tamsen Whistler, ex officio Note: Not all members in 2020 and Jan 2021 were able to continue to meet 
with the committee for the full year.  
 

In 2021, the committee continued to refine plans for renovation; expanded plans for lighting and sound to reflect 
the needs of the church for live-streaming and recording capabilities; hired Rick Kuhn of Kuhn Construction as the 
general contractor for the renovation; and chose to work with Elite Enterprises on sound and lighting. Rick Kuhn 
has 40 years experience in construction and has completed large and small church projects around the Diocese of 
Missouri, including building All Saints’ Church in Farmington. Elite Enterprises is the company that installed our 
hardwired internet in 2020 and has worked with several churches in the Diocese of Missouri for enhanced sound 
and lighting, including Christ Church Cathedral in St. Louis and St. Stephen’s Church in Ferguson. Peter Fairchild 
provided his designs to Jim Riddle, the architect who works regularly with Kuhn Construction. We anticipated work 
to start in September 2021; then October; then November. (We declined to start work in December.)  Finally, the 
work was scheduled to start the week of Jan 3.  
 

Anticipated Activity for 2022: The renovation project will be completed and we will have a party! We will offer 
regular updates and photos of the work as it progresses.  
 

The Vestry, with the Rector, is the governing body of a parish church. Trinity’s Vestry meets on the Second Thursday of the month, generally 
excepting July. Diocesan Canons: “The Vestry shall take charge of the property of the Parish; attend to and regulate all its temporal con-
cerns; provide for the support of the Rector, and, in the case of the Rector’s death, resignation or removal, supply, with the Bishop’s advice 
and consent, the Rector’s place as soon as possible. The Vestry shall also assist the Rector in the proclamation of the Gospel, the public wor-
ship of the Congregation, the nurture of persons of all ages, the alleviation of human suffering and promotion of justice  ... “ 



David Westfall 
64 years old, graduated Valparaiso University 1982 
I have been a member of Trinity since 2014 and have attended on and off since 2005. I was 
confirmed into the Episcopal Church in 1985 at Grace Church, Kirkwood. I have lived in the 
Weldon Spring/St Peters area since 1994 with my wife, the Rev. Doris Westfall; two dogs 
(Denny and Bill) and three cats (Bonsai, Grace and Frankie), and have lived in the Saint Louis 
area since 1983. Doris is currently the Canon to the Ordinary for the Diocese of Missouri. We 
have three adult boys –Christopher, a Major USAF; Stephen, Vanguard Financial Services; and  
Robert, a Repair Coordinator with Overhead Door Company, Olathe, KS. 
 

My activities at Trinity have covered a wide range, including serving on the Vestry (2018-2021) and as Junior Warden (2019-
2021), maintaining the website with Michelle’s assistance, garden work, ROMEO breakfasts and Men’s group outings. In ad-
dition, I have operated the new electronic street sign since it was installed, and I contributed to the design of the updated 
worship space. I am a federal government employee with almost 40 years of service at the National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency in St. Louis since 1983.  

John Barnard  
 

I grew up in Springfield Il, working in my Grandfather’s Donut Shop since I was seven years old. I 

graduated from Oklahoma State University in Bakery & Business Management and served four 
years in the Navy. Vicki & I were married in Springfield Il at the Cathedral of St Paul, and I have 
attended the Episcopal Church since our wedding day. We have two children Timothy & Kimberly, 
both married, and three granddaughters, Lila, Kelsey and Sloane.  
 

I have served on the Vestry of Trinity Church in the past, including as Junior Warden. I served on 
the Renovation Committee for the recent work in the church. I serve on the Finance Committee 
and have been one of the designated counters we used during Covid-19.  Both Vicki and I help 
with the Community Garden and deal with plants and weeds all around the building. I was a 

baker all my working life and have developed commercial recipes. I still love to bake and to surprise the church at Coffee Hour 
with cinnamon rolls or cookies. I am a regular attendee at ROMEO, and now that Bob Sundermeyer is no longer with us, I share 
the call list with Bill Warren.  

Lucinda Dennis-Itoka 
 

I am Lucinda Patricia Dennis. I am interested in joining the Trinity Church Vestry as a way of  
continuing my service to God and offering my gifts to the ministry and growth of our congregation. 
 

I am a cradle Episcopalian who is committed to following and bringing others to Jesus Christ. In my 
current ministry at Trinity Church, I serve as a Lay Eucharistic Minister and Lector. I also help coordi-
nate the schedule for our live-streaming volunteers and have recently begun a new ministry as the 
Pastoral Care Team Leader for Trinity Church. In my previous ministry, before moving to Missouri 
and Trinity Church, I sang in the choir (Minnesota and St Mark’s Episcopal Church, Liberia) and was a 
Sunday School Teacher (Holy Apostle Episcopal Church, Minnesota).   
 
My spiritual journey has given me many encounters with God that have drawn me closer to him and has helped me to realize 
that I want nothing more than to walk with God daily. 

     NOMINEES FOR PARISH LEADERS 
        VESTRY 

 



Nominating Committee Member-at-Large: One person, term ending Annual Meeting 2025; one ending 2026 
The Nominating Committee consists of three at-large members, elected to staggered three-year terms by the Annual Parish meeting—one 
member elected each year—together with all retiring members of the Vestry for any given year. The Nominating Committee is to begin 
meeting in September or October, prayerfully to consider the needs of the church for the different parish offices, and to discern among 
themselves who might be called to different positions of elected leadership. Having developed a group of possible nominees, members of 
the Nominating Committee contact those people, in person, and ask that they pray about whether or not to accept the position they are 
being asked to consider.  
 

Nominations to be made from the floor.  

Diocesan Convention Delegate: One person for three-year term, ending with the Annual Meeting in 2026  
Delegates to Diocesan Convention represent Trinity Church at the annual Convention and at any special conventions called by the Bishop. 
All Delegates to Diocesan Convention are expected to attend Convocation meetings and other delegate gatherings. Communication be-
tween the Diocesan Council, which carries out the work of the Diocese between Conventions, and the churches in our Convocations, is one 
of the roles Convention Delegates. In 2022, the Convocation system was re-vamped, shifting from six regionally-based church groupings to 
four, missionally-connected groupings. The Convocations are invited to consider shared ministries and to involve participation from a wide 
variety of people in addition to elected Convention Delegates and Alternates. 
 

Liz Meyer  I have been a member of Trinity St. Charles for almost 40 years. Harlan Meyer and I were mar-

ried at Trinity and have two adult children, Mark and Laura. During those years I have served as a Lay Eu-
charistic Minister, teacher in the Sunday school and VBS; directed Acolytes, helped with the Pageant, and 
sung in the choir. I have also been on the Outreach committee and co-chair of the Trivia Night. 
Liz was elected an Alternate to Diocesan Convention in 2022. In November, she wserved as Delegate in the 
place of Jackie Halter, who could not attend the meetings.  

NOMINEES FOR PARISH LEADERS (Continued) 

Program Endowment Fund: One person for three year term ending Annual Meeting 2026 
The Program Endowment Fund was established by two families in 1998 to encourage development of new programs and/or enhanceex-
isiting programs and ministries at Trinity Church. In grants from interest earned, the fund has supported a variety of efforts, including crea-
tion of the Parish Library, hosting speakers and workshops including the community beyond Trinity Church, sending young parishioners to 
Camp Phoenix, the community Garden irrigation system and special materials for group study. 

 

Nomination to be made from the floor.  

TEA FUND and ACE Fund: One person, term ending at Annual Meeting 2026 
The TEA Fund—Trinity Educational Assistance Fund—was established in 2013. Its purpose is to provide small grants to active parishioners 
under age 26 for post-secondary education or training. A 2017 grant went to Heather Braucksick. In 2018, Ben McCune and Elijah Bowen 
each received grants, determined in proportion to their level of involvement at Trinity Church. In 2019.  

 

The ACE Fund—Adult Christian Enrichment) Fund was established by the Vestry in Nov 2021. The purpose of the ACE 
Fund is to encourage adult parishioners (over 26, no upper age-limit) to deepen their spiritual growth by attending 
retreats or doing study in biblical or other areas of faith development. 
 

Judy Hodge has been a member of Trinity, St. Charles since 1994  She serves as a member of  the 

Choir, Altar Guild, and is a Lay Eucharistic Visitor.  She served as secretary/treasurer of the original Kem-
per Convocation from 2004-2021, and has attended almost all Diocesan Conventions since 2004.  In 2022, 
the Convocation system for the diocese was reconfigured. Trinity Church is now in the new Jackson Kem-
per Convocation, and Judy has served as its first secretary/treasurer for the past year.  She consistently 
encourages young people and adults in furthering their education and commitment to learning and 
growth. 


